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Henry Frederick Barrett, 1923 – 1944;  KIA
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American Battlefield Monuments Commission (ABMC)

http://www.abmc.gov/



6-8-2022Following Your Ancestors Thru  U. S. Military Records

30

4. How to find Official Military 
Personnel Records (OMPF),  

Pension Applications, and
Bounty Land  Warrants



OMPF: CRITICAL KNOWLEDGE 1
Records are accessioned into the National Archives, and become 
archival, 62 years after the service member's separation from the 
military.  This is a rolling date; hence, the current year, 2022, 
minus 62 years is 1960.  Records with a discharge date of 1960 or 
prior are archival and are open to the public.  Records with a 
discharge date of 1961 or after are non-archival and are 
maintained under the Federal Records Center program.  Non-
archival records are subject to access restrictions. 
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OMPF: CRITICAL KNOWLEDGE 2
On July 12, 1973, a disastrous fire at the NPRC destroyed approximately 16-18 million 
Official Military Personnel Files. The records affected:

Branch    Personnel and Period Affected                                             Estimated Loss

Army           Personnel discharged November 1, 1912, to January 1, 1960, 80%

Air Force     Personnel discharged September 25, 1947*, to January 1, 1964
(with names alphabetically after Hubbard, James E.). 75%

See 1973 Fire for more information on the records affected and the alternate sources used 
to reconstruct basic service information.

* Prior to this date, Air Force personnel were in the Army Air Forces or Army Air Corp
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https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/fire-1973



National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
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https://www.archives.gov

https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-info-papers/rip109.pdf



NARA 2
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https://www.archives.gov/veterans
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NARA 3

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
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https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center
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Online Requests

The process is four steps

https://vetrecs.archives.gov/VeteranRequest/home.html
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https://www.archives.gov/forms

NATF Forms Top

https://www.archives.gov/forms
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NATF Forms Bottom
NATF Form 85: Pension / 
Bounty Land
NATF Form 86: Pre-
WWI Military Service 
Records
SF180: Post-WWI 
Military Records

All NARA forms 
https://www.archives.gov/forms

Standard Form 180
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html

Pre-WWI forms
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records
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https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/
poster/21poster_highres.jpg
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APPENDIX
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Summary: Basic Research  Strategies
❑ Step 1. Identify an Ancestor You Wish to Find in Military Records
❖ Begin with family and home sources, family stories
❖ Search census, naturalization, biographies, cemetery records
❖ Check with veterans' organizations

❑ Step 2. Decide What You Want to Learn 

❑ Step 3. Select a Record to Search: Family Search Wiki pages can help

❑ Step 4. Find and Search the Records

❑ Step 5. Use the Information
❖ Is this your ancestor?
❖ What is true? Correlate and evaluate sources
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/US_Military_Basic_Search_Strategies



Colonial Wars
❑ Colonial Wars:
❖ King Philip’s War: June 20, 1675 – April 12, 1678
❖ King William's War: 1689–1697
❖ Queen Anne's War: 1702–1713
❖ French & Indian War: 1754–1763

❑ Colonists may have served in local militias; records
will be at the local or state level.

❑ Check state repositories, libraries, archives and
societies for records.

❑ Could be British Records if they were British Regulars 
rather than Colonial Militia

6-8-2022Following Your Ancestors Thru  U. S. Military Records

44

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_American_military_history

George Washington in 1772 as 
Colonel of the Virginia 

Regiment; painting by Charles 
Willson Peale



Sources for Revolutionary War
❑ Index to Compiled service records of Revolutionary War Soldiers (NARA 

M860): Index covers NARA M881 and NARA M880 

❑ Compiled Service Records of Soldiers Who Served in the American Army 
during the Revolutionary War (NARA M881)

❑ Compiled Service Records of Soldiers Who Served and the American Naval 
Personnel who served during the Revolutionary War (NARA M880)

❑ Revolutionary War Rolls, 1775-1783 (NARA M246): On microfilm;
Ancestry.com

❑ DAR lineage books and website: http://www.dar.org/

❑ U.S. Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Files, 1800-1900 
(NARA M805): On microfilm, Heritagequest.com (selected files M805)
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Military_Terms_and_Abbreviations

Military Terms & Abbreviations
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http://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search/?Tab_ID=1
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Military Records at the Library of Congress
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http://www.loc.gov/search/?in=&q=military+records&new=true&st=
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https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
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Uncle Henry 1901-1985
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❑ Military service at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas 
(family story)

❑ This 1920 US Census is the only on-line record of his 
military service

❑ Could not find any on-line record of draft card, 
enlistment, or discharge

❑ All the data is correct; this is him!
❑ I planned to request his military personnel file from 

the National Archives to find enlistment date, unit, 
discharge date, rank achieved, etc.

❑ But – in a box of papers from his desk,                                                  
I found his discharge paper (Army: 1919-1922)
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1920 U.S. Census: Henry S. Barrett
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Army Discharge: 1922
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Last Air Force Discharge: 1980

Prior Discharges:
1964: re-enlistment
1966: Reserve commission
1968: Regular commission
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Example DD 214
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Example World War II Draft Record - “Old Man’s Draft”
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My wife’s grandfather – Harry Lee Trollinger, 1887-1967; found on FamilySearch
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-63F9-3NP?i=2681&cc=1861144
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www

https://www.texasmilitaryforcesmuseum.org/
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